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CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Cleveland Grimes

Hamilton County Water and Wastewater Authority

P.O. Box 8856

Chattanooga, TN 37414-8856

Re:
Compliance Evaluation Inspection

Signal Mountain Sewage Treatment Plant

NPDES Permit Number TN0021211

Dear Mr. Grimes:

On September 14, 2005, Ms. Angela. Young, Ms. Leetha Abazid, and Mr. Mike Kelley of my staff performed a Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) of the Signal Mountain Sewage Treatment Plant and collection system.  Mr. Eugene Baker, Plant Operator provided information during the inspection. Please note that a copy of this inspection report has been forwarded to EPA Region 4 in Atlanta.

CEI Results

Permit rating: satisfactory

NPDES Permit Number TN0021211 became effective May 1, 2003 and shall expire on March 30, 2008.  The source of the wastewater and the description of the plant are correct.  The correct receiving waters (Tennessee River Mile 453.79) are listed.  The effluent limitations are protective of the classified uses for the Tennessee River.

Records and Reports rating: satisfactory

Monthly Operation Reports (MOR) and Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR) are available for review and are filed for a minimum of three years. Review of the original bench sheet data and Monthly Operation Reports for March 2003, January 2004 and June 2005, revealed the following deficiency:

· CBOD bench sheets should have the analyst’s initials and start up/ readout dates and times.

Facility Site Review rating: marginal

The buildings and grounds were in good condition. An influent flow meter has been installed since the last inspection.  A clarifier was not in service during the inspection. 

Effluent/Receiving Waters rating: satisfactory

The visual quality of the discharge was satisfactory during the inspection. Since the last inspection there were the no effluent violations.

Flow Measurement rating: satisfactory

An influent flow meter has been installed since the last inspection.  
Self-Monitoring Program rating: marginal

Sampling units were not being maintained 4( 2ºC during the inspection.

Compliance Schedule rating:  satisfactory

Laboratory rating: satisfactory

All analyses are performed using 40 CFR Part 136 approved methodology. A Quality Assurance/Quality Control program is in place. A written lab equipment maintenance and calibration log is in place.  Standard reagent and solvents are properly stored. Expired reagents are disposed of properly. 

Operation and Maintenance rating: satisfactory

There are two full-time operators, one of which holds current Wastewater Treatment Plant certifications. Routine preventative maintenance is performed on schedule and emergency maintenance is performed as needed. Operators use a daily checklist to ensure that all areas of plant are routinely inspected.

Sludge Handling rating: satisfactory

Waste activated sludge from the plant is aerobically digested. The drying beds were not in use at the time of inspection.  Liquid sludge is hauled to Moccasin Bend Wastewater Treatment Facility. 

Sewer Overflow rating: unsatisfactory

The plant has experienced 43 bypasses in 2005.  Although there have been no reported overflows, it appears the Signal Mountain collection system has significant Inflow & Infiltration that has not been addressed.

Pretreatment Program, Pollution Prevention, and Multimedia were not evaluated during the inspection.

Requested Information and Required Actions

It is requested that a written response to this report be submitted to this office by February 27, 2006. The response needs to outline what corrective actions will be taken to correct the above plant deficiencies. 

We would like to thank Mr. Baker for his time and assistance during the inspection.  If you have any questions or comments concerning either the inspection or this report, please contact Ms. Young at (423) 634-5708.

Sincerely,

Richard D. Urban, Ph. D.

Manager

Division Of Water Pollution Control

Chattanooga Field Office

Attachment

cc:
Environmental Protection Agency, Clean Water Act Enforcement Section, Atlanta Federal Center, 61 Forsyth Street, SW, Atlanta, Georgia 30303

cc:
Division of Water Pollution Control, Enforcement and Compliance Section, Nashville

cc:        Division of Water Pollution Control, Municipal Facilities Section, Nashville

