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Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit   NRS 20.184
Pursuant to §401 of The Federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1341), any applicant for a Federal license or permit to conduct any activity which may result in any discharge into the waters of the U.S., shall provide the federal licensing or permitting agency a certification from the State in which the discharge originates or will originate. Accordingly, the Division of Water Resources requires reasonable assurance that the activity will not violate provisions of The Tennessee Water Quality Control Act of 1977 (T.C.A. §69-3-101 et seq.) or provisions of §§301, 302, 303, 306 or 307 of The Clean Water Act. 
Subject to conformance with accepted plans, specifications, and other information submitted in support of the application, pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1341 and T.C.A. §69-3-101 et seq., the State of Tennessee hereby certifies and authorizes the activity described below. 
[bookmark: _Hlk42499431]PERMITTEE	Ronald Brown, Owner                                                                                                Autumn Woods Subdivision                                                                                           1513 Randy Drive                                                                                                 Cookeville, TN 38501                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           615-557-6007                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
[bookmark: _Hlk42499529]LOCATION 	Cumby Drive- Autumn Woods Subdivision; Cookeville, Putnam County; Latitude 36.211739, Longitude -85.584155
To view the proposed location of these impacts and the watershed condition, visit the Division’s map viewer at http://tdeconline.tn.gov/dwr/ and search on the permit number or coordinates listed in this Public Notice. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION / PURPOSE
This permit application is for unavoidable impacts caused by fill placement in three wetland areas totaling 0.51 acres to accommodate a residential development.  The stated purpose of the project is to create affordable single- family housing that will serve to alleviate the growing need for affordable housing in the Cookeville area.  Compensatory wetland mitigation is proposed in the form of 1.02 wetland credits to be purchased at a 2:1 ratio from the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.

EFFECTIVE DATE		XXX, 2020
EXPIRATION DATE	 	XXX, 2025
________________________________
Jennifer Dodd 
Director, Division of Water Resources
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[bookmark: _Toc234820530][bookmark: _Toc392919788][bookmark: _Toc397848100][bookmark: _Toc397848887][bookmark: _Toc189564388]PART I
[bookmark: _Toc234820531]Specific Impacts:
This permit application is for unavoidable impacts caused by fill placement in three wetland areas totaling 0.51 acres wetland to accommodate a residential development.
The stated purpose of the project is to create affordable single- family housing that will serve to alleviate the growing need for affordable housing in the Cookeville area.
[bookmark: _Hlk42497342]Specific Conditions:

a.	Compensatory wetland mitigation is proposed in the form of 1.02 wetland credits to be purchased at 2:1 ratio from the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.
b. 	Any proposed in stream equipment shall be free of noticeable leaks of fluids and oils; e.g., hydraulic, transmission, crankcase, and engine coolant, fluids, and oils.
c.  	Appropriate steps shall be taken to ensure that petroleum products or other chemical pollutants are prevented from entering waters of the state. All spills must be reported to the appropriate emergency management agency, and measures shall be taken immediately to prevent the pollution of waters of the state, including groundwater, should a spill occur. 
d.	The use of monofilament-type erosion control netting or blanket is prohibited.
[bookmark: _Toc189564390][bookmark: _Toc234820533]e.	Best Management Practices (BMPs) shall be stringently implemented throughout the construction period to prevent sediments, oils, or other project-related pollutants from being discharged into waters of the state.
 General Conditions:
a. It is the responsibility of the applicant to convey all terms and conditions of this permit to all contractors. A copy of this permit, approved plans and any other documentation pertinent to the activities authorized by this permit shall be maintained on site at all times during periods of construction activity.
b. Work shall not commence until the applicant has received the federal §404 permit from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, a §26a permit from the Tennessee Valley Authority or authorization under a Tennessee NPDES Storm Water Construction Permit where necessary. The applicant is responsible for obtaining these permits.
c. The work shall be accomplished in conformance with the accepted plans, specifications, data and other information submitted in support of application NRS 20.184 and the limitations, requirements and conditions set forth herein.
d. All work shall be carried out in such a manner as will prevent violations of water quality criteria as stated in Rule 0400-40-03-.03 of the Rules of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation.  This includes, but is not limited to, the prevention of any discharge that causes a condition in which visible solids, bottom deposits, or turbidity impairs the usefulness of waters of the state for any of the uses designated by Rule 0400-40-04. These uses include fish and aquatic life (including trout streams and naturally reproducing trout streams), livestock watering and wildlife, recreation, irrigation, industrial water supply, domestic water supply, and navigation.
e. Impacts to waters of the state other than those specifically addressed in the plans and this permit are prohibited. All streams, springs and wetlands shall be fully protected prior, during and after construction until the area is stabilized. Any questions, problems or concerns that arise regarding any stream, spring or wetland either before or during construction, shall be addressed to the Division of Water Resources Cookeville Field Office (931-520-6688) or the permit coordinator in the division’s Natural Resources Section (615-532-0712).
f. Adverse impact to formally listed state or federal threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat is prohibited.
g. [bookmark: _Toc234820534]This permit does not authorize adverse impacts to cultural, historical or archeological features or sites.
h. Temporary or permanent soil stabilization shall be accomplished within 15 days after final grading or other earth work. Permanent stabilization with perennial vegetation or other permanently stable, non-eroding surface shall replace any temporary measures as soon as practicable. 
i.  All permanent plantings are to be of native or non-exotic-invasive species.  Note that native grasses take longer to germinate and mature than invasive exotics such as tall fescue. A temporary cover crop such as annual winter wheat or rye shall be sown to quickly establish and maintain cover until native grasses can establish themselves. A list of native species may be found at: Landscaping with Natives; http://www.tneppc.org/pages/landscaping#native_plants or in the Tennessee Erosion & Sediment Control Handbook; http://www.tnepsc.org/handbook.asp.
PART II
Mitigation Requirements and Procedures
a. Compensatory wetland mitigation is proposed in the form of wetland credits to be purchased at 2:1 ratio for a total of 1.02 credits from the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.
b. [bookmark: _Toc234820535]Please be advised that the wetland impacts associated with this mitigation are not authorized to proceed until the specified mitigation credits have been purchased.

c. Payment must be made within 60 days of invoice. Proof of credit purchase shall be submitted to this office within 30 days of payment. With the purchase of the wetland mitigation credits, legal responsibility for completion of the credits of the wetland mitigation is legally transferred to the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.

d. The above-required documents may be submitted via email to water.permits@tn.gov or to the following address:
Division of Water Resources
Natural Resources Unit
William R. Snodgrass - Tennessee Tower
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 11th Floor
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-1102

Monitoring Requirements and Procedures 
There are no monitoring requirements under this permit.
 
[bookmark: _Toc397848106][bookmark: _Toc397848893][bookmark: _Toc189564396][bookmark: _Toc234820541]Records Retention
[bookmark: _Toc234820542]All records and information resulting from the monitoring activities required by this permit including all records of analyses performed and calibration and maintenance of instrumentation shall be retained for a minimum of five (5) years, or longer, if requested by the Division of Water Resources.

Falsifying Results and/or Reports 
Knowingly making any false statement on any report required by this permit or falsifying any result may result in the imposition of criminal penalties as provided for in Section 309 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, and in Section 69-3-115 of the Tennessee Water Quality Control Act.
[bookmark: _Toc234820543]
PART III
[bookmark: _Toc234820544]Duty to Reapply

If any portion of the permitted activities, including the authorized impacts to water resources, compensatory mitigation requirements, or post-project monitoring is not completed before the expiration date of this permit the applicant must apply for permit re-issuance. The permittee shall submit such information and forms as are required to the director of the Division of Water Resources at least ninety (90) days prior to its expiration date. Such applications must be properly signed and certified.
[bookmark: _Toc234820545]Property Rights
The issuance of this permit does not convey any property rights in either real or personal property, or any exclusive privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to private property or any invasion of personal rights, nor any infringement of Federal, State, or local laws or regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc397848121][bookmark: _Toc397848909][bookmark: _Toc189564412][bookmark: _Toc234820546]Other Information
If the permittee becomes aware that he/she failed to submit any relevant facts in a permit application or submitted incorrect information in a permit application or in any report to the Director, then he/she shall promptly submit such facts or information.
[bookmark: _Toc392921577][bookmark: _Toc397848122][bookmark: _Toc397848910][bookmark: _Toc463685780][bookmark: _Toc189564413][bookmark: _Toc234820547]Changes Affecting the Permit
[bookmark: _Toc234820548][bookmark: _Toc397848125][bookmark: _Toc397848913][bookmark: _Toc189564416]Transfer/Change of Ownership
a. This permit may be transferred to another party, provided there are no activity or project modifications, no pending enforcement actions, or any other changes which might affect the permit conditions contained in the permit, by the permittee if:
b. The permittee notifies the Director of the proposed transfer at least 30 days in advance of the proposed transfer date;
c. The notice includes a written agreement between the existing and new permittees containing a specified date for transfer of permit responsibility, coverage, and contractual liability between them; and the Director does not notify the current permittee and the new permittee, within 30 days, of her intent to modify, revoke, reissue, or terminate the permit, or require that a new application be filed rather than agreeing to the transfer of the permit.
d. The permittee must provide the following information to the division in their formal notice of intent to transfer ownership: 
1. permit number of the subject permit;
2. the effective date of the proposed transfer;
3. the name and address of the transferor;
4. the name and address of the transferee;
5. the names of the responsible parties for both the transferor and transferee;
6. a statement that the transferee assumes responsibility for the subject permit;
7. a statement that the transferor relinquishes responsibility for the subject permit;
8. the signatures of the responsible parties for both the transferor and transferee, and; a statement regarding any proposed modifications to the permitted activities or project, its operations, or any other changes which might affect the permit conditions contained in the permit.

[bookmark: _Toc397848126][bookmark: _Toc397848914][bookmark: _Toc189564417][bookmark: _Toc234820549]Change of Mailing Address                                                                  
The permittee shall promptly provide to the Director written notice of any change of mailing address. In the absence of such notice the original address of the permittee will be assumed to be correct.
[bookmark: _Toc392921582][bookmark: _Toc397848127][bookmark: _Toc397848915][bookmark: _Toc463685785][bookmark: _Toc189564418][bookmark: _Toc234820550]Noncompliance
[bookmark: _Toc397848128][bookmark: _Toc397848916][bookmark: _Toc189564419][bookmark: _Toc234820551]Effect of Noncompliance                                                                                             
All discharges shall be consistent with the terms and conditions of this permit. Any permit noncompliance constitutes a violation of applicable State and Federal laws and is grounds for enforcement action, permit termination, permit modification, or denial of permit reissuance.
[bookmark: _Toc397848129][bookmark: _Toc397848917][bookmark: _Toc189564420][bookmark: _Toc234820552]Reporting of Noncompliance
24-Hour Reporting
a. In the case of any noncompliance which could cause a threat to public drinking supplies, or any other discharge which could constitute a threat to human health or the environment, the required notice of non-compliance shall be provided to the Division of Water Resources in the appropriate Environmental Field Office within 24-hours from the time the permittee becomes aware of the circumstances. (The Environmental Field Office should be contacted for names and phone numbers of environmental response personnel).

b. A written submission must be provided within five (5) days of the time the permittee becomes aware of the circumstances unless this requirement is waived by the Director on a case-by-case basis. The permittee shall provide the Director with the following information:
1. A description of the discharge and cause of noncompliance;
2. The period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times or, if not corrected, the anticipated time the noncompliance is expected to continue; and
3. The steps being taken to reduce, eliminate, and prevent recurrence of the non-complying discharge.

Scheduled Reporting

For instances of noncompliance which are not reported under subparagraph a. above, the permittee shall report the noncompliance by contacting the permit coordinator, and provide all information concerning the steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, and prevent recurrence of the violation and the anticipated time the violation is expected to continue.
[bookmark: _Toc397848132][bookmark: _Toc397848920][bookmark: _Toc189564423][bookmark: _Toc234820553]Adverse Impact

The permittee shall take all reasonable steps to minimize any adverse impact to the waters of Tennessee resulting from noncompliance with this permit, including but not limited to, accelerated or additional monitoring as necessary to determine the nature and impact of the noncompliance.  It shall not be a defense for the permittee in an enforcement action that it would have been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain compliance with the conditions of this permit.
[bookmark: _Toc392921590][bookmark: _Toc397848135][bookmark: _Toc397848923][bookmark: _Toc189564426][bookmark: _Toc234820554]Liabilities
[bookmark: _Toc397848136][bookmark: _Toc397848924][bookmark: _Toc189564427][bookmark: _Toc234820555]Civil and Criminal Liability
Nothing in this permit shall be construed to relieve the permittee from civil or criminal penalties for noncompliance. Notwithstanding this permit, the permittee shall remain liable for any damages sustained by the State of Tennessee, including but not limited to fish kills and losses of aquatic life and/or wildlife, as a result of the discharge of pollutants to any surface or subsurface waters. Additionally, notwithstanding this Permit, it shall be the responsibility of the permittee to conduct its discharge activities in a manner such that public or private nuisances or health hazards will not be created.
[bookmark: _Toc397848137][bookmark: _Toc397848925][bookmark: _Toc189564428][bookmark: _Toc234820556]Liability under State Law
Nothing in this permit shall be construed to preclude the institution of any legal action or relieve the permittee from any responsibilities, liabilities, or penalties established pursuant to any applicable State law or the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended.
This permit does not preclude requirements of other federal, state or local laws.  This permit also serves as a State of Tennessee Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit (ARAP) pursuant to the Tennessee Water Quality Control Act of 1977 (T.C.A. §69-3-101 et seq.). 
The State of Tennessee may modify, suspend or revoke this permit or seek modification or revocation should the state determine that the activity results in more than an insignificant violation of applicable water quality standards or violation of the act. Failure to comply with permit terms may result in penalty in accordance with T.C.A. §69-3-115.
An appeal of this action may be made as provided in T.C.A. §69-3-105(i) and Rule 0400-40-03-.12 by submitting a petition for appeal.  This petition must be filed within THIRTY (30) DAYS after public notice of the issuance of the permit.  The petition must specify what provisions are being appealed and the basis for the appeal. It should be addressed to the technical secretary of the Tennessee Board of Water Quality, Oil and Gas at the following address:  Jennifer Dodd, Director, Division of Water Resources, 11th Floor William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower, 312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee 37243, or you may submit such petition electronically to TDEC.Appeals@tn.govAny hearing would be in accordance with T.C.A. §§69-3-110 and 4-5-301 et seq.
					


PART IV
DRAFT PERMIT RATIONALE

Summary

	Ronald Brown                                                                                                                     Autumn Woods Subdivision                                                                                                  1513 Randy Drive                                                                                                                   Cookeville, TN 38501                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           615-557-6007
Latitude 36.211739  /  Longitude -85.584155

Proposed Activity:   
This permit application is for unavoidable impacts caused by fill placement in three wetland areas totaling 0.51 acres wetland to accommodate a residential development.
The stated purpose of the project is to create affordable single- family housing that will serve to alleviate the growing need for affordable housing in the Cookeville area.
Compensatory wetland mitigation is proposed in the form of 1.02 wetland credits to be purchased at a 2:1 ratio from the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



[bookmark: _Toc20495716]Permit Status  

	Permit Type:
	ARAP (major)

	
	

	Issuance Date:
	XXX, 2020

	Effective Date:
	XXX, 2020

	Expiration Date:
	XXX, 2025






Status of Affected Waters  

The affected waters are not known Exceptional Tennessee Waters.

Wetlands 
[bookmark: _Toc45307901][bookmark: _Toc46393622]Table 1. Characteristics of Identified Wetlands.
	ID
	Acreage
	Cowardin Classification
	HGM Classification
	TRAM Score
	Latitude
	Longitude

	WET-A
	0.15
	PEM1C
	Slope
	48.50
	36.211116
	-85.586632

	WET-B
	0.19
	PEM1C
	Fringe
	23.50
	36.211665
	-85.586285

	WET-C
	0.17
	PEM1C
	Fringe
	23.50
	36.211508
	-85.583657

	PND-A
	0.11
	PUBHx
	Depression
	n/a
	36.211477
	-85.583704




	
	
	

	
	
	



Wetlands

Wetland-A
Wetland-A (“WET-A”), approximately 0.15 acres, is a palustrine, emergent, persistent, seasonally flooded, slope wetland.  Hydrology indicators include; saturation and oxidized rhizospheres on living roots. WET-A is comprised by species such as; (Agrostis stolonifera), common rush (Juncus effusus), moss (Sphagnum spp.), and tall fescue (Schedonorus arundinaceus).
Wetland-B
Wetland-B (“WET-B”), approximately 0.19 acres, is a palustrine, emergent, persistent, seasonally flooded, depression wetland. WET-B is sited where a man-made pond was breached in an attempt to drain waters from this area. The feature is now dominated by hydrophytic vegetation, and both hydric soil and hydrology indicators are present. 
Hydrology indicators include; saturation, water marks, oxidized rhizospheres on living roots, and crayfish burrows. WET-B is comprised by species such as; barnyard grass (Echinochloa crus-galli), and common rush.
Wetland-C
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wetland-C (“WET-C”), approximately 0.17 acres, is a is a palustrine, emergent, persistent, seasonally flooded, fringe wetland. WET-C is the result of a man-made pond, excavated in upland soils (PND-A). The feature is dominated by hydrophytic vegetation, and both hydric soil and hydrology indicators are present. Hydrology indicators include; saturation, water marks, oxidized rhizospheres on living roots, and crayfish burrows. WET-C is comprised by species such as; barnyard grass, and common rush.
Pond-A
Pond-A (“PND-A”), approximately 0.11 acres, is a palustrine, unconsolidated bottom feature.  PND-A is a man-made feature excavated in upland soils. PND-A has recently been breached in an attempt to drain this feature. 
[bookmark: _Toc45307891][bookmark: _Toc46393582]Streams, WWC, and Upland Drainage Features

One stream and seven WWC features were identified within the Subject Property. Note that most of the features identified continue off the Subject Property.
Stream – 1
Approximately 175.42 linear feet of Stream-1 (“STR-1”) are located within the Subject Property.  STR-1 would be classified as an intermittent stream based on the Corps stream definitions and would be classified as a stream based on TDEC stream definitions.  Flowing water has been observed on multiple site visits.  STR-1 met the primary indicator for the “presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection” based on TDECs Hydrologic Field Data Forms (“HD Forms”).  No impacts are anticipated to this feature from the construction of access roads and installation of utilities.
Proposed Alterations 
This permit application is for unavoidable impacts caused by fill placement in three wetland areas totaling 0.51 acres wetland to accommodate a residential development.
Compensatory wetland mitigation is proposed in the form of 1.02 wetland credits to be purchased at a 2:1 ratio from the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.
Alternatives Analysis and Selection of Least Impactful Practicable Alternative  
The applicant has provided the following discussion of alternatives that were evaluated :
[bookmark: _Hlk42497459]Three (3) alternatives were considered with regard to feasibility in accomplishing the proposed project purpose.  These alternatives are listed below.  A detailed analysis of each alternative is found in Section 10 of this document.
Alternative 1 - No Action
The option to forego constructing the development would not achieve the project purpose of creating the residential development comprised of approximately 90 single family residential units. 
Alternative 2 – (“Preferred Alternative”) Full Development of the Proposed Project   
The project plans were re-evaluated prior to the permitting process. Various configurations of the proposed residential structures and infrastructure were considered in order to reduce impacts to wetlands and/or streams at the site.  However, several factors prevented acceptable site development without impacting the wetlands present within the Subject Property. These factors included but were not limited to; location of utility lines and the associated easement area, grading constraints, and placement of residential units within existing spatial constraints. After reconsideration of the “Master Plan,” several changes were made to road locations within the proposed development.  
Even after careful consideration and numerous changes to the initial plan, the scope of the proposed project utilizing the revised “Master Plan” would involve the unavoidable loss of 0.51 acres of wetlands.  However, these wetland areas would be considered of low to moderate quality palustrine emergent wetlands with two of the wetland areas being associated with “former ponds” constructed in uplands.
While these alterations to on-site wetland habitat are unavoidable, the loss of wetland function and value would be fully compensated via compensatory mitigation discussed in Section 11.
Alternative 3 – Partial Development of the Proposed Project Without Wetland Alterations
This alternative would not achieve the project purpose.  An alternate site design in which upland areas were developed and wetland areas were preserved is not feasible because of the significant amount of grading necessary to preserve the wetlands, to maintain grade standards, and for road construction and tie-in points.  Additionally, the loss of approximately 8-10 potential lots having some wetland acreage, make this alternative economically inviable.

Based on the available information, the Division has made a preliminary determination that the applicant has demonstrated that the least impactful practicable alternative that will accomplish the project goals is the proposed alternative.

Existing Conditions/Proposed Loss of Resource Values 
The proposed alterations to 0.51 acres of proposed to offset the wetland impacts by purchasing 1.02 wetland mitigation bank credits from the Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.

Roaring Paunch Mitigation Bank 
[bookmark: _Hlk38299275]This approved Wetland Mitigation Bank is located in Scott County, Tennessee. The primary objective of the Bank is to re-establish 19.19+/- acres of self-sustaining forested Headwater Slope Wetland (“HSW”) composed of native species that can be used to provide compensatory mitigation for unavoidable impacts to WOUS and/or WOS, that result from activities authorized under Sections 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act, Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, and Tennessee Water Quality Control Act.  The Service Area for Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank, shown in Figure 3, consists of the South Fork Cumberland Watershed (05130104) 8-digit HUC, Upper Cumberland (05130101), Upper Cumberland – Lake Cumberland Watershed (05130103), Obey Watershed (05130105), and the Upper Cumberland – 
Based on the available information, the Division has made a preliminary determination that the proposed compensatory mitigation is sufficient to offset the proposed impacts and will result in no appreciable net loss of water resource values.

Social or Economic Justification Information

The applicant has provided the following discussion on the social and economic justification for the proposed water resource degradation.

Alternative 1 - No Action
Important economic or social development in the area is not expected to result from            selection of Alternative 1.
Alternative 2 – (“Preferred Alternative”) Full Development of the Proposed Project
Selection of Alternative 2 is expected to result in important economic and social development in the area: 
· Significant numbers of temporary jobs (e.g. carpentry, electricians, HVAC, plumbing, painting, landscaping, etc.), for the production of over 90 homes 
· Significant annual tax revenue generation for the county
· Increased sales revenue for local business in Cookeville
· Increased potential for new business to keep pace with increased population

The proposed project is a substantially important economic and social development for the      area.  An addition of approximately 90 homes would generate significant revenue for state and local government entities and local utility services and construction companies.  Additionally, such an influx of population to an area would equate to significant sales revenue to area businesses that are located near the development.  Such sales would not be temporary, thus the addition of new businesses to the area to service this growing population likely would occur. The benefits of this continued development are particularly significant because the residential units being developed are affordable, single-family homes.  Cookeville has outpaced the latest census data regarding growth and as a result, available, affordable housing is at or near all-time lows.  
Alternative 3 – Partial Development of the Proposed Project Without Wetland Alterations
Selection of Alternative 3 would result in portions of the development being completed, but reduced economic and social benefits would result from the failure of the entire site to be developed.  
Rather than violate water quality criteria, the project-related losses of 0.51 acres of wetlands would be mitigated through restoration of 1.02 acres of wetlands in an approved compensatory wetland mitigation bank within the approved service areas encompassing the watershed in which the potential impacts are located (i.e., Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank).  
The proposed project would result in unavoidable alteration to wetlands located at the Subject Property.  These wetlands are characterized by quantifiably “low-moderate” resource value and are considered to have “available conditions” with regard to potential degradation. See Appendix B for a copy of the Tennessee Rapid Assessment Method form for each wetland.  
Wetland functions would be maintained by on-site stormwater management and through off-site mitigation located within the designated service areas of Roaring Paunch Wetland Mitigation Bank.  
Based on the available information the Division has made a preliminary determination that the applicant has demonstrated that the proposed degradation is necessary to accommodate important economic or social development in the area.
Antidegradation Statement
In accordance with the Tennessee Antidegradation Statement (Rule 0400-40-03-.06), the Division has made a preliminary determination that the proposed activities will result in greater than de minimis degradation of waters with available parameters. Any appreciable permanent loss of resource value associated with the propose impact is proposed to be offset by sufficient mitigation to result in no overall net loss of resource value. Pursuant to Antidegradation Statement, in waters with available parameters for habitat, an activity that would cause degradation of habitat above the level of de minimis will only be authorized if applicant has demonstrated to the Department that there are no practicable alternatives to prevent or lessen degradation associated with the proposed activity and the degradation is necessary to accommodate important economic or social development in the area and will not violate the water quality criteria for uses existing in the receiving waters
For more information please reference Tennessee’s Antidegradation Statement which is found in Chapter 0400-40-03 of the Rules of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation. 



Appendix 1. Topographic Map and Sketches 
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